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SUMMARY  OF  IMPORTANT  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 

««•  *  r. 

3,777 

Population  1921  (census) 

...  ...  ... 

13,511 

1931 

... 

14,247 

,,  1939  . 

...  .  ..  ...  ... 

(+)  15,200 
(t)  15,690 

1940  ... 

...  «.»  .  .'*• 

16,580 

,,  1941  ... 

....  ...  ... 

17,600 

„  1942  . 

•  •  •  ...  ...  ... 

16,250 

Number  of  separate  dwellings 

occupied  1931  (census) 

3,827 

yj  y  y  >  ?  » > 

„  1939  . . 

4,850 

y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y 

1940  . . 

4,800 

y  y  y  y  y  y  >  > 

1941  ... 

4,800 

y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y 

,,  1942  . . 

4,800 

Rateable  value  1939 

»»«  ..«>  ...  ... 

;£85,511 

„  1940 

•  .**  ...  .... 

;f85,909 

„  1941 

...  ...  ... 

3^86,484 

1942 

...  ...  ...  ... 

486,516 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  1939 

...  ...  ...  ... 

£334 

1940 

y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y 

...  ...  ... 

£340 

1941 

y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  j-  y  i 

-  ...  -  ... 

£344 

1942 

y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  ^  27 

...  •».  ... 

£343 

Live 

Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female  Rate 

1939 

Legitimate 

•  •  *  .  •  * 

...  214 

110 

|l4  15 

Illegitimate  ... 

«  «  «  •  •  • 

11 

7 

4  J 

225 

117 

108 

1940 

Legitimate 

*  «  «  •  •  • 

...  195 

96 

99  ) 

^12  42 

Illegitimate  ... 

«  •  •  «  c  « 

5 

— 

5  ’ 

200 

96 

104 

1941 

Legitimate 

•  «  «  .  •  • 

182 

97 

llO  90 

Illegitimate  . . . 

»  •  •  ... 

11 

6 

fmm  f  X  \^  •  ^  \J 

0  J 

193 

103 

90 

1942 

Legitimate 

«  •  •  ... 

232 

119 

ll5  45 

Illegitimate  . . . 

«  •  •  ... 

19 

8 

11  j 

251 

127 

124 

it) 

(t) 


Estimated  population  for  calculation  of  Birth-rates. 

,,  ,,  „  „  ,,  Death-rates  and  the  incidence  of 


notifiable  disease. 
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still  Births,  (rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  : 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

No.  Rate 

No.  Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

8  34.33 

7  33.81 

9 

44.55 

5 

19.53 

Deaths. 

Year 

Total  Male 

Female 

Rate 

1939 

152 

72 

80 

9.69 

1940 

233 

119 

114 

14.05 

1941 

185 

102 

83 

10.51 

1942 

163 

82 

81 

10.03 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

infant  mortality— 

-rate  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

..  28.04 

96.91 

60.43 

25.27 

Illegitimate 

...  ... 

— 

200.00 

— 

10.52 

Total 

.  •  .  »  .  *  « 

..  26.67 

77.67 

54.18 

23.90 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

23 

32 

32 

28 

Measles  (all  ages) 

...  ...  « 

— 

2 

— . 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  ... 

- — ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under 

2  years  of  age)  . 

■ — 

1 

— . 

— 
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Rushden  Urban  District  Council. 


Members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee  : 

1939 —  Messrs.  A.  F.  Weale  (Chairman),  E.  A.  Sugars  (Chairman  of  the 
Council),  J.  x\llen,  A.  H.  Bailey,  T.  W.  Cox,  R.  W.  Davies, 
J.  H.  J.  Paragreen,  W.  J.  Sawford,  H.  Waring  and  Mrs.  A.  U. 
Muxlow. 

1940 —  Messrs.  J.  T.  Richardson  (Chairman),  J.  Allen  (Chairman  of 
the  Council),  A.  H.  Bailey,  R.  W.  Davies,  F.  Green,  J.  H.  J. 
Paragreen,  E.  A.  Sugars,  A.  F.  Weale  and  Mrs.  A.  U.  Muxlow. 

1941 —  Messrs.  R.  W.  Davies  (Chairman),  T.  W.  Cox  (Chairman  of  the 
Council),  J.  Allen,  A.  H.  Bailey,  W.  E.  Capon,  F.  Green,  J.  T. 
Richardson,  E.  A.  Sugars,  H.  Waring,  and  Mrs.  A.  U.  Muxlow. 

1942—  — Mrs.  A.  U.  Muxlow  (Chairman),  Messrs.  W.  J.  Sawford  (Chair¬ 

man  of  the  Council),  J.  Allen,  T.  W.  Cox,  R.  W.  Davies,  F. 
Green,  J.  T.  Richardson,  E.  A.  Sugars,  T.  J.  Swindall  and 
H.  Waring. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

David  Andrew  McCracken,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

also  holds  appointments  of 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  ; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Irthlingborough  Urban  District  Council. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Towcester  Rural  District  Council. 
Medical  Officer,  Kettering  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  Inspector,  etc. 

Frederick  Samuel  Fielding  Piper,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 
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Rushden. 


January,  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Counciliors  of  the  Urban  District  of  Rushden 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Muxlow  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  m}/  report  on  the  health  of  the  district 
for  the  period  1939-1942.  Pressure  of  urgent  work,  additional  responsibi¬ 
lities  and  other  difficulties  has  led  to  great  dela}/  in  the  preparation  of  the 
reports,  and  when  writing  has  again  become  a  possibility,  it  seems  wise, 
for  reasons  of  expediency  and  economy  to  deal  in  one  volume  with  the 
years  1939-1942. 

Although  the  outbreak  of  war  did  not  take  place  until  the  third 
quarter  of  1939,  the  impending  war  clouds  caused  the  whole  year  to  be 
loaded  with  many  novel  responsibilities  entailed  by  preliminary  Air 
Raid  Precautions  and  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

The  health  of  the  people  has  been  well  maintained  and  in  spite  of 
the  large  influx  of  evacuees  from  the  evacuation  areas  during  September, 
1939,  and  at  intervals  during  1940-42,  the  anticipated  outbreak  of  catarrhal 
infectious  diseases  did  not  become  manifest.  The  presence  of  evacuees 
created  many  health  and  social  problems  which  will  linger  long  in  the 
memory  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a  general  upward  trend  with  the  exception  of 
1941  when  the  rate  was  based  on  a  relatively  large  estimated  population. 
More  evident  fluctuations  have  appeared  in  the  infant  mortalit}/  rates, 
but  this  is  due  to  the  relative  smallness  of  the  number  of  deaths  and  I 
think,  merely  fortuitous.  I  wish  particular!}/  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  deaths  occurring  amongst  babies  under  four  weeks,  and  the  contribu¬ 
tion  that  this  neonatal  mortality  makes  towards  the  total  infant  mor¬ 
tality  rate.  The  number  of  primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis  has 
shown  an  increase  over  former  years,  whilst  the  death  rates  from  the  same 
disease  show  a  slight  but  significant  increase.  There  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  notifications  of  pneumonia  received  with  the  peak  of  87 
cases  in  1941. 

The  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  B.  fever  during  the  summer  of  1940, 
in  which  the  peccant  article  was  pastries,  shows  very  forcibl}/  the  necessity 
of  food-handlers  maintaining  a  very  high  standard  of  personal  hygiene. 
The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  above  the  average  but  was  of  a  mild 
type.  An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  1940-41  which  reached  its 
peak  during  December,  1940.  A  lesser  outbreak  of  whooping  cough 
occurred  during  1941.  Whilst  the  type  of  these  minor  infections  was 
generally  mild,  there  was  one  death  from  whooping  cough  and  two  from 
measles  during  1940.  Scabies  and  other  infestations  were  very  prevalent 


amongst  children  during  1940-41.  Scabies  can  lead  to  loss  of  working 
efficiency  and  education  of  school  children. 

Housing  activities  have  virtually  ceased  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
The  Minister  of  Health  has  forecast  for  the  country  a  building  programme 
of  four  million  houses  within  the  decade  following  peace  and  Lord  Portal 
has  envisaged  a  post-war  building  industry  of  some  1,250,000  building 
operatives.  It  ma^g  therefore,  be  reasonably  assumed  that  the  demand 
for  homes  will  be  met  adequately,  but  in  order  that  local  authorities  may 
have  their  housing  programmes  ‘  at  the  ready  ’ ,  it  is  hoped  that  guidance 
on  the  methods  of  construction  and  a  comprehensive  housing  policy  will 
soon  be  issued  by  the  central  authority.  Closely  interlocked  with  housing 
is  the  question  of  water  supply  and  sewerage.  The  former  is  a  prime 
necessity  of  life  and  the  latter  follows  as  the  natural  sequel  to  an  adequate 
and  wholesome  water  supply. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  place  on  record  the  support  I  have  received  from 
the  members  of  the  council,  particularly  during  September,  1939,  and  the 
loyalty  I  have  received  at  all  times  from  the  members  of  the  staff.  It 
would  be  almost  invidious  to  particularise,  but  I  feel  especially  indebted 
to  Mr.  Piper  who  has  carried  on  cheerfull}/^  and  efficiently,  however  diffi¬ 
cult  the  conditions  or  long  the  hours. 

I  must  also  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  splendid  help  which  I 
received  from  Miss  W.  M.  Clipson  and  Captain  J.  M.  Bailey  in  connection 
with  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Service.  Their  long  experience  with  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  together  with  their  unstinted  devotion  of 
time  and  energy,  made  them  invaluable  to  me,  especially  with  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  First  Aid  Parties  and  the  establishment  of  the  First  Aid  Post. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  McCRACKEN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 

Area  :  The  area  of  the  district  is  3,777  acres. 

Population  :  The  estimated  resident  populations  at  the  mid-years 
show  a  wide  variation  due  to  the  influence  of  wartime  conditions.  For 

1939,  estimated  populations  have  been  determined  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  the  computation  of  (a)  calculation  of  birth  rates  and  (b) 
calculation  of  death  rates  or  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease.  From 

1940,  the  Registrar-General  reverted  to  the  normal  procedure  of  providing 
an  estimated  population  for  the  calculation  of  all  rates. 

Deaths  :  The  death  rates  are  based  on  the  estimated  civilian  popula¬ 
tions  ;  the  non-civilian  deaths  registered  after  3rd  September,  1939, 
have  been  excluded  from  the  computations.  x\s  will  be  noted  from  the 
detailed  information  as  to  the  different  diseases  which  contributed  to 
the  total  number  of  deaths  during  1939-42  (Tables  Nos.  1  and  2),  the  list  of 
causes  was  amended  in  1940  following  the  use  of  the  new  xA.bridged  List 
of  Causes  from  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death 
(1938).  A  tabulated  list  of  the  causes  of  death  which  contributed  to  the  total 
number  of  deaths,  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  is 
given  in  Tables  in  the  Appendix.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  death 
rates  from  several  principal  causes  is  also  shown  in  Table  4  whilst  the 
trend  of  the  birth  and  death  rates  is  given  in  Table  No  3. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  1939-42,  together  with 
comparative  figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  Administrative 
County.  In  order  to  eliminate  differences  of  age  and  sex  distributions 
of  population,  and  to  enable  truer  comparisons  to  be  made,  the  Registrar- 
General  has  calculated  a  ‘  comparability  factor  ’  which,  multiplied  by  the 
‘  recorded  ’  death  rate,  makes  allowance  for  the  differences  in  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  populations.  This  factor  is  not  available  for  1941-42,  owing  to 
the  magnitude  of  local  population  changes  and  the  uneven  incidence  of 
civilian  war  deaths. 


Rushden 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

Year 

Total 

Male 

Fe¬ 

male 

Recorded 

Rate 

Rushden 

A  dministrative 
County 

England 
&’W  ales 

1939 

152 

72 

80 

9.69 

9.59 

10.5 

12.1 

1940 

233 

119 

114 

14.05 

13.49 

11.3 

14.3 

1941 

185 

102 

83 

10.51 

* 

11.94t 

12.9 

1942 

163 

82 

81 

10.03 

* 

11.02t 

11.6 

*  Not  available. 
f  Recorded  rate. 
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A  substantial  rise  in  total  deaths  and  death  rate  is  apparent  in  1940. 
This  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  high  incidence  of  fatal  respiratory 
diseases  amongst  persons  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  decades  who  died  during 
a  spell  of  adverse  weather  conditions  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
A  new  cause  of  death  also  appeared,  namely  '  death  through  enemy  ac¬ 
tion  ’  and  the  total  from  this  cause  is  included  in  the  detailed  list  of  deaths 
under  the  heading  ‘  other  violent  causes  h 

The  mortality  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  has  shown  a  significant 
increase  as  compared  with  1938.  The  1939  rate  of  0.70  was  last  exceeded 
in  1933,  when  the  mortality  was  0.97. 

The  death  rate  from  malignant  disease  has  been  increasing  during 
the  past  ten  years,  and  reached  1.92  per  1000  of  living  population  in  1940. 
There  has  been  a  small  but  significant  decrease  during  1941  and  1942, 
with  rates  of  1.81  and  1.72  respectively. 

The  death  rate  from  circulatory  diseases  reached  a  high  comparative 
level  in  1940,  but  showed  a  slight  tendency  to  decrease  during  1941  and 
1942. 

Respiratory  infections  reached  1.47  during  1941,  due  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  already  explained  in  a  previous  paragraph.  This  figure  was 
exceeded  in  1931,  when  the  rate  recorded  was  1.61. 

Birth  Rate  ;  Owing  to  the  large  movements  of  population  during 
the  last  quarter  of  1939,  the  normal  practice  of  transferring  births  to  the 
mother’s  usual  place  of  residence  was  not  followed,  but  instead  births 
were  assigned  to  the  area  in  which  the  mother  was  temporarily  residing 
as  a  result  of  wartime  conditions.  However,  for  1940-42,  the  Registrar- 
General  has  reverted  to  the  normal  practice  of  assigning  a  birth  to  the 
district  where  the  mother  was  domiciled.  The  following  table  shows  the 
trend  of  the  birth  rate  for  the  years  1939-42,  together  with  comparative 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  Administrative  County.  Further 
details  of  the  trend  of  the  birth  rate  are  shown  in  Table  No.  3.  In  com¬ 
paring  the  rates  for  the  quinquennia  1933-1937,  and  1938-42,  the  rates  of 
12.2  and  14.9  shows  an  upward  trend. 


Birth  Rate,  1939-42. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Rushden 

...  14.15 

12.42 

10.90 

15.45 

Administrative  County 

...  15.02 

13.94 

13.51 

16.66 

England  and  Wales 

...  15.00 

14.60 

14.20 

15.80 

Maternal  Mortality  :  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  deaths  were 
assigned  to  this  cause  during  1939-42. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  :  The  same  rules  were  used  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  assigning  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  as  was  followed 
for  births.  The  comparative  rates  for  the  town,  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  Administrative  County  are  as  follows  : 
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Deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  live  births. 

1039  1940  1941  1942 

Rushden  .  26.67(6)*  77.67(16)*  54.18(11)*  23.90(6)* 

Administrative  County  40.40  40.30  48.10  34.50 

England  and  Wales  ...  50.00  55.00  59.00  40.00 

*  Number  of  deaths  shown  in  brackets,  hi  1939  the  Registrar -(General 
returned  this  number  as  3,  and  for  1942  as  4. 

As  contrasted  with  the  Administrative  County  and  the  country  as  a 
whole,  with  the  exception  of  1940,  the  rate  was  very  satisfactory/.  The 
number  of  deaths  rose  sharply^  to  16,  and  the  rate  to  77.67.  This  was 
exceeded,  however,  in  1935,  when  the  rate  recorded  was  85.22.  In  order 
to  eliminate  as  far  as  possible  chance  variation  due  to  uneven  age  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  population  the  mean  rate  for  the  period  1938-42  was  42.73, 
as  compared  with  the  mean  rate  of  48.3  for  the  previous  quinquennium. 
Thus  viewed,  the  trend  of  the  mortality  rate  shows  a  progressive  diminu¬ 
tion.  The  infants  who  die  in  a  given  year  and  those  who  are  born  are  not 
necessarily  the  same  infants.  Where  a  wide  variation  in  the  number  of 
births  occur  or  where  there  is  a  diminished  proportion  of  women  of  child¬ 
bearing  age  in  a  community/,  the  rate  may/  be  over  or  under-stated.  These 
features  are  exemplified  during  1941-42. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  has  been  aptly/  termed  the  most  sensitive 
of  demographic  barometers  and  is  also  commonly  regarded  as  an  index 
of  the  environmental  hygienic  state  of  a  community.  The  rate  of  42.73 
for  1938-42  brings  to  focus  the  substantial  improvement  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  creation  of  the  urban  district  when  the  mean  rate  for 
1897-1901  was  141.2. 

Neonatal  Mortality.  Children  who  die  within  the  first  month  of  life 
are  classified  as  neonatal  deaths.  This  feature  of  infant  mortality  and 
its  contribution  to  the  death  rate  of  all  children  under  one  year  is  seen  in 
Table  No.  5.  The  relative  number  of  children  who  died  under  four 
weeks  was  5  as  compared  with  3  who  died  during  the  remainder  of  the 
years.  The  neonatal  death  rate  per  1000  live  births  was  : 

1939  1940  1941  1942 

22.2  (5)  50.0  (10)  20.7  (4)  23.9  (6) 

The  majority  of  the  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  indepen¬ 
dent  existence.  Although  most  of  the  deaths  in  this  group  are  not  due 
to  preventable  causes,  yet  a  number  must  be  regarded  as  due  to  causes 
which  are  indirectly  preventable. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  facilities — Until  January,  1941,  the  laboratory  work 
associated  with  the  diagnosis  and  control  of  infectious  diseases  was  carried 
out  as  formerly  on  a  fee  per  specimen  basis  at  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital.  Since  then  the  work  has  been  performed  by  the  Bacteriologist 
at  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  same  hospital.  This 
laboratory  service  was  established  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  assist 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  throughout  the  country  in  dealing  with  out¬ 
breaks  of  infectious  disease  which  it  was  anticipated  would  occur  under 
wartime  conditions.  The  service  is  administered  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Payment  is  made  on  the 
basis  of  a  fixed  grant  of  five  guineas  per  annum.  The  prompt  assistance 
rendered  by  Dr.  R.  Knox  of  the  Leicester  Laboratory  during  the  1940 
paratyphoid  outbreak  proved  invaluable. 

Samples  of  milk  are  examined  for  bacteriological  cleanliness  by  the 
County  Health  Department  at  the  laboratory  in  Northampton. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin— In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  “  The 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  (Outside  London)  Order,  1910,”  a  supply  of  anti¬ 
toxin  is  maintained  at  the  council  offices  and  is  available  free  of  charge  to 
medical  practitioners  for  use  in  the  town. 

Ambulance  Service — The  removal  of  non-infectious  cases  to  hospital, 
etc.,  continues  to  be  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  25  h.p.  Morris  Ambu¬ 
lance  maintained  b}-’  the  Rushden  and  District  Motor  Ambulance  Associa¬ 
tion,  The  service  is  adequate  for  the  town  and  the  removals  are  carried 
out  with  promptitude.  Whilst  a  working  arrangement  for  additional 
help  is  in  operation  with  the  St.  John's  Ambulance,  Wellingborough,  so 
far,  assistance  from  this  source  has  not  been  found  necessary.  The 
extent  of  the  work  carried  out  is  indicated  by  the  following  details  : 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

J  ourneys 

.  267 

282 

279 

277 

Mileage 

. 9,099 

8,633 

8,797 

9,095 

Nursing  in  the 

Home — The  Rushden  Nursing  Association  which 

affiliated  to  the  Northamptonshire  Nursing  Association  employs  three 
nurses,  all  of  whom  are  State  Registered  Nurses  and  State  Certified 
Midwives.  The  area  covered  by  the  association  includes  Higham  Park, 
Newton  Bromshold  as  well  as  the  town.  Details  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  1939-42  are  as  follows  : 
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Year 

Cases  Nursed 

Total 

Visits 

General 

Midwifery 

Maternity 

1939 

182 

29 

78 

7899 

1940 

172 

75 

87 

8680 

1941 

131 

59 

73 

7448 

1942 

145 

62 

114 

8449 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics — The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at 
the  Independent  Wesleyan  Church  Schools  in  Queen  Street  every 
Wednesday  afternoon.  The  clinic  is  provided  by  the  County  Council 
as  the  authority  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  Medical  Officer 
in  charge  is  a  member  of  the  County  Council’s  Medical  Staff  and  she  is 
assisted  in  the  work  b}^  two  Health  Visitors.  In  addition,  a  very  enthu¬ 
siastic  voluntary  committee  co-operate  most  wholeheartedly  with  the 
medical  and  nursing  staff.  The  Antenatal  clinic  is  held  on  Tuesday 
mornings  at  the  same  premises.  The  work  carried  out  at  these  Clinics 
undoubtedly  makes  a  ver}/  definite  contribution  to  the  high  standard  of 
infant  health  in  the  town  and  is  one  of  the  factors  which  has  a  beneficial 
effect  on  the  infant  mortalit}/  rate. 

A  School  clinic  for  diphtheria  immunisation  and  minor  ailments  is 
held  at  Alfred  Street  Schools  each  Saturday  morning.  Since  1939,  a 
clinic  for  minor  ailments  has  been  held  at  the  County  School  of  Boot  and 
Shoe  Manufacture  primarily  for  evacuees. 

The  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Clinic  which  acts  as  a  local  out-patient 
department  of  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton,  holds 
its  clinics  every  alternate  Friday  at  the  Independent  Wesleyan  Church 
Schools. 


HOSPITALS. 

Rushden  Cottage  Hospital. 

The  Board  of  Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales  by  their 
order  dated  8th  April,  1927,  approved  a  scheme  under  "  The  Charitable 
Trusts  Acts,  1853-1925  ”  for  the  Charity  known  as  the  Rushden  Cottage 
Hospital.  The  object  of  the  Charity  "  shall  be  the  maintenance  of  a 
Cottage  Hospital  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  sufferers  from  acci¬ 
dent  or  disease  (other  than  infectious  or  incurable  disease)  who  are  resident 
in  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rushden.”  The  hospital  is  governed  by  a 
Committee  of  Management  consisting  of  ex-officio  members,  Representa¬ 
tive  members,  and  Medical  members.  The  income  of  the  hospital  is 
derived  from  the  Charities  known  as  the  ”  Rushden  Cottage  Hospital,” 
”  The  Foskett  Wilkins  Charity  ”  and  ”  The  Charity  of  Jeremiah  Knight.” 
The  present  hospital  is  accommodated  in  a  dwelling  house  in  Griffith 
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Street,  and  is  staffed  by  a  Matron.  Minor  medical  and  surgical  work  only 
is  carried  out  at  the  hospital. 

Rushden  House  Sanatorium.  This  sanatorium  which  is  maintained 
by  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council  as  part  of  the  County  Tuber¬ 
culosis  scheme,  situated  in  Wymington  Road,  has  accommodation  for 
75  patients. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases.  Following  a  local 
enquiry  held  on  24th  January,  1939,  at  Wellingborough,  by  E.  T. 
Conybeare,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  a  medical  inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  Minister  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  him 
by  Section  6  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  made  an  order  for  the  union 
of  districts  for  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation.  Joint 
Board  called  the  East  Northamptonshire  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board 
consisting  of  24  members,  has  been  set  up  with  representatives  from 
the  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers,  Urban  Districts  of  Irthlingborough, 
Oundle,  Raunds,  Rushden  and  Wellingborough  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Oundle  and  Thrapston  and  Wellingborough.  The  council  has  four 
representatives  on  the  board.  The  appointed  day  was  1st  October, 
1939.  The  Board’s  principal  hospital  is  situated  at  Finedon  Road, 
Wellingborough.  The  revenue  of  the  Board  is  obtained  by  precept  levied 
on  the  constituent  authorities  whilst  in  addition  a  daily  charge  for  main¬ 
tenance  is  made  for  each  patient  admitted  to  hospital.  The  precepts 
levied  by  the  Board  on  the  Council  were  for  1940,  1941  and  1942,  £341, 
£673  and  £750  respectively. 

Smallpox  Hospital.  With  the  creation  of  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
Board,  this  hospital  became  superfluous  to  the  council.  It  has,  however, 
been  let  to  the  Board  who  maintain  it  for  its  former  purpose. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply — The  town  being  within  the  statutory  area  of  supply  of 
the  Higham  Ferrers  and  Rushden  Water  Board,  it  is  supplied  under  the 
terms  of  the  Act  of  1902.  The  principal  works  consist  of  an  impounding 
reservoir  at  Sywell  in  the  Rural  District  of  Wellingborough.  The  reser¬ 
voir  has  a  capacity  of  236,000,000  gallons  and  the  water  is  delivered  to  a 
service  reservoir  in  Bedford  Road  by  means  of  an  eleven  inch  main  some 
10  miles  long.  The  supply  to  the  town  is  by  gravitation  from  the  service 
reservoir.  Additional  supplies  are  obtainable  from  the  original  water 
suppty  at  Wymington  where  the  water  is  obtained  from  four  shallow  wells 
in  the  sand  veins  overtying  the  upper  lias  clay  and  also  from  a  shallow  well 
sunk  in  the  Nene  gravels  at  Hardwater  Crossing  in  the  Parish  of  Wollaston. 
On  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Board  installed  during 
1940,  chlorination  apparatus  at  S3^well  and  Wymington  so  that  all  supplies 
are  now  subjected  to  chemical  treatment. 

During  1939,  a  new  Pulsometer  type  centrifugal  pump  coupled  to  a 
Crompton-Parkinson  65  B.H.P.,  motor  and  capable  of  pumping  at  the 
rate  of  30,000  gallons  per  hour  was  installed  at  Sywell.  Towards  the  end 
of  1942,  the  Board  were  considering  the  question  of  scrapping  the  existing 
gas  engines  and  plunger  pumps  with  a  view  to  replacing  them  with  an 
additional  electric  pump. 

The  supply  of  water  during  1939-42  has  been  adequate  and  regular; 
bacteriological  examinations  showed  that  the  water  falls  within  class  1 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  classification  of  water  for  piped  supplies, 
i.e.,  the  presumptive  coliform  count  per  100  ml.  was  less  than  one. 
Chlorination  was  therefore  effective. 

The  rainfall  was  as  follows  : 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Rushden 

30.98 

25.92 

31.21 

22.85 

Sywell 

29.47 

26.76 

25.72 

20.75 

daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  was  : 

Domestic  and  Mu¬ 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

nicipal  Purposes 

17.75 

18.20 

19.18 

18.95 

Trade  Purposes  ... 

2.72 

3.16 

3.05 

2.80 

The  conditions  regarding  the  Court  Estate  mentioned  in  the  1937 
Report  remain  unchanged.  The  householders  obtain  their  water  supply 
from  shallow  wells,  many  of  which  receive  water  collected  from  the  roofs 
of  the  dwellings. 
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Sewage  disposal,  drainage  and  sewerage — There  has  been  no  material 
change  in  the  circumstances  as  reported  in  1938.  The  average  daily 
flow  entering  the  Disposal  Works  was  as  follows  • 

1939  1940  1941  1942 

566,315  576,271  630,313  552,611  ^^allons. 

Closet  Accommodation — The  circumstances  remain  similar  to  those 
reported  in  1938. 

Disinfection — The  steam  disinfector  has  been  maintained  in  a  high 
state  of  efficiency  and  details  of  the  articles  disinfected  are  shown  in 
Table  No.  7. 

Eradication  of  bed  bugs — A  few  cases  of  infestation  of  houses  by  bed 
bugs  came  to  notice  during  1940.  Careful  investigation  into  the  circum¬ 
stances  showed  conclusively  that  the  bugs  had  been  imported  by  evacuees; 
the  bugs  apparently  having  been  brought  in  bed  clothing.  The  pro¬ 
cedure  of  disinfestation  adopted  was  to  treat  the  rooms  with  “  Zaldecide  " 
after  loosening  skirting  boards,  picture  rails,  etc.  This  was  followed  by  a 
subsequent  disinfestation  by  means  of  concentrated  sulphur  dioxide 
produced  by  burning  rock  sulphur. 

Scabies — During  1939-1941  particularly,  the  incidence  of  this  infesta¬ 
tion  was  high  amongst  the  child  population  of  the  town,  both  native  and 
evacuee.  Although  the  condition  is  not  notifiable,  some  indication  of  the 
extent  of  the  infestation  can  be  determined  from  the  large  numbers  of 
articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  which  were  disinfested.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Scabies  Order,  1941.  Evacuee 
children  were,  for  the  most  part,  treated  by  the  School  Nurses,  but  where 
facilities  were  not  available  in  the  billet,  the  children  were  admitted  to 
the  Public  Assistance  Hospitals  for  treatment  under  the  Emergency 
Medical  Services.  For  native  children,  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
County  Council  following  a  conference  of  Local  Authority  officials  at  the 
County  Hall,  Northampton,  on  11th  March,  1942,  offered  to  treat  in 
hospital,  cases  of  scabies  at  a  cost  of  £2/2/0  per  week. 

Swimming  Bath — The  Counciks  Open-air  bath  at  Station  Road  has 
been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  has  continued  to  be  a 
very  popular  means  of  health  promoting  recreation.  The  purification 
plant  is  kept  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  and  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  water  carried  out  at  regular  intervals  shows  that  the  filtration  and 
chlorination  are  effective.  Some  index  of  the  popularity  of  the  baths 
can  be  judged  from  the  numbers  of  attendances. 

1939  1940  1941  1942 

Adults  ...  3,895  5,288  7,585  5,422 

Children  ...  9,192  10,469  14,291  19,229 


Totals  ...  13,087  15,757  21,876  24,651 
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Moveabie  Dwellings — Two  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  in 
1940.  The  sites  were  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
reports  that  they  were  well  managed,  and  no  nuisances  created. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 — The  County  Council  as  the 
authority  under  this  Act  delegated  their  powers  as  provided  under 
Section  2  (2)  to  the  council,  and  were  accepted  by  resolution  on  14th 
March,  1923.  The  administration  and  enforcement  of  the  Act  has  re¬ 
ceived  careful  attention  in  1939-42.  The  rat  population  of  the  district 
appears  to  be  very  low  and  no  major  infestations  have  come  to  the 
notice  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Public  Cleansing^ — The  removal  of  house  refuse  continues  to  be  carried 
out  by  two  S.D.  freighters.  The  refuse  is  deposited  at  the  tip  off  the 
Bedford  Road.  The  method  of  controlled  tipping  is  in  operation  and 
constant  surveillance  is  exercised  with  regard  to  the  presence  of  any  rat 
infestations. 

The  number  of  loads  removed  together  with  the  weights  was  as 
follows  : 

1939  1940  1941  1942 

Loads  ...  1,766  1,778  1,762  1,542 

Tons  ...  4,013  4,016  3,980  3,792 

The  methods  of  collection  continue  to  be  satisfactoril}/  performed, 
whilst  in  addition,  much  attention  was  paid  to  the  salvage  of  ferrous  and 
non-ferrous  metals,  paper,  etc. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1939-42,  was  as  follows  : 

1939  1940  1941  1942 

Local  Authority  ...  —  —  — 

Private  Enterprise  ...  141  19  1  — 


141  19  1 


In  1939,  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  16  dwelling  houses  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Demolition  orders  in  respect  of  the  16  houses  represented,  were  made 
by  the  council  on  14th  June,  1939,  no  objection  being  taken  by  the  owners 
to  this  procedure  under  the  Act.  Statistical  details  are  shown  in  Table 
No.  8,  page  34. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 — The  following  inspections  were  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ; 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Cowsheds 

33 

3 

1 

4 

Proposed  cowsheds 

1 

— 

T— 

— 

Dairies  ... 

10 

4 

— 

1 

Milkstores 

4 

2 

— 

1 

Samples  taken 

...  108 

139 

81 

131 

Total 

...  156 

148 

82 

137 

Milk  Supply.  Samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  course  of  delivery  to 
consumers  have,  in  spite  of  war  time  difficulties,  been  submitted  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  county  laboratory  for  bacteriological  tests  of 
cleanliness.  Sampling  has  been  carried  out  for  a  number  of  years  with  a 
view  to  improving  the  conditions  under  which  non-designated  milk  is 
produced  and  handled.  Although  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  does 
not  prescribe  any  bacteriological  standards,  the  reports  on  the  samples 
taken  have  an  educational  value  and  indicate  to  the  producers  and  re¬ 
tailers  alike  the  standards  of  cleanliness  they  attain  in  producing  clean 
milk.  The  results  of  the  examinations  are  intimated  to  the  vendors  and 
when  adverse  results  are  reported  advice  is  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  producers  and  retailers.  Taken  as  a  whole  the  numbers  of  good 
samples  show  a  deterioration  from  1939  to  1942.  The  bacteriological 
test  for  cleanliness  used  is  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  and  the 
classification  used  is  as  follows  ; 


Winter. 


Decolourised  in  less 
than  4  hours 

Decolourised  within 
4 — 5J  hours 

Decolourised  after 
54  hours 

Bad. 

Moderate. 

Good. 

During  the  summer  the  times  are  all  decreased  by  one  hour. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  test  and  the  classification 
of  the  results  for  1939-42,  are  : 
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1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

Good 

70 

64.7 

61 

44.0 

37 

45.6 

42 

32.2 

Moderate 

13 

12.3 

39 

28.0 

25 

30.9 

35 

26.6 

Bad 

25 

23.0 

39 

28.0 

19 

23.5 

54 

41.2 

Totals 

108 

139 

81 

131 

Further  details  are  shown  in  Table  9,  page  35. 


Food  Premises.  The  Sanitary 

Inspector  made  the  following  visits  to 

premises  ; 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Butchers’  shops 

61 

15 

1 

5 

Grocery  stores. 

2 

— 

— 

38 

Fruit 

— 

4 

— 

■ — 

Fish  shops 

5 

2 

— 

5 

Ice  cream  premises 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

Other  food  premises 

3 

— 

3 

2 

Foods  found  to  be  unfit  are  shewn  in  Table  No.  10. 


Meat  Inspection.  During  1939  and  until  16th  January,  1940,  when 
the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  Order  1940,  S.R.  and  O., 
1940,  No.  41,  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  came  into  force,  the  work  of 
inspection  was  carried  out  as  in  former  years.  Under  this  order  slaughter¬ 
ing  was  centralised  for  the  town  and  surrounding  districts  at  the  slaughter¬ 
house  owned  by  the  Rushden  Industrial  Co-operative  Society.  This 
order  further  provides  that  with  certain  exceptions,  no  person  shall 
slaughter  or  cause  to  be  slaughtered,  any  livestock  for  human  consumption 
without  the  authority  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  In  the  creation  of  the 
scheme,  which  was  introduced  as  an  essential  part  of  the  Government’s 
scheme  for  the  rationing  of  meat,  inspection  was  not  a  principal  feature  at 
its  inception,  since  no  official  provision  was  then  made  for  the  inspection 
of  meat  which  was  the  property  of  the  Crown.  Whilst  meat  continued  to 
be  inspected  as  formerly,  it  was  not  until  December,  1940,  that  definite 
instructions  were  issued  by  the  appropriate  Ministry  on  the  standards  of 
meat  inspection  to  be  adopted.  The  basic  standard  adopted  was  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

This  war-time  measure  has  been  the  greatest  step  forward  in  the 
control  of  slaughtering  and  slaughterhouses  since  1847.  It  is  a  sad 
reflection  that,  apart  from  the  standardising  of  meat  inspection  under  the 
1924  Regulations,  it  was  not  until  1933  that  legislative  action  was  taken 
with  the  object  of  abolishing  unnecessary  suffering  of  animals  whose  car¬ 
cases  were  destined  for  human  consumption.  The  Towns  Improvement 
Clauses  Act  of  1847,  made  certain  provisions  for  the  registration  and 
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licensing  of  private  slaughterhouses  and  gave  power  to  local  authorities 
to  make  bye-laws.  These  provisions  without  alteration  were  embodied 
in  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  slightly  amended  by  the  Public  Health 
Acts  (x^mendment)  Act,  1890,  and  remained  as  the  statutor}/  basis  until 
1938  for  the  control  of  slaughterhouses  and  slaughtering.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  had  as  its  sole  objective  the 
prevention  of  cruelty  in  slaughterhouses.  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1939,  has  afforded  local 
authorities  the  power  to  deal  with  unsatisfactory  slaughterhouses  and  to 
exercise  a  greater  measure  of  control  over  those  which  are  registered  or 
licensed.  Where  the  Minister  of  Food  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  is  the 
occupier  of  a  slaughterhouse,  no  licence  under  Section  57  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  is  required,  but  instructions  have  been  issued  to  persons 
in  charge  to  give  the  same  facilities  for  entry  by  officers  of  the  local 
authority  as  would  exist  in  ordinary  slaughterhouses.  It  was,  therefore, 
in  accordance  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  that  the 
Meat  Inspector  has  continued  to  carry  out  the  work  of  examination, 
although  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  as  to  the  seizure  of 
unsound  food  are  not  applicable  to  meat  and  other  articles  of  food  in  the 
possession  of  the  Crown.  In  brief  the  Inspector  acts  simply  as  an  agent 
of  the  Ministr}/  of  Food  and  has  no  statutory  powers  in  the  matter.  The 
work  has  involved  the  attendance  of  the  Inspector  at  the  slaughterhouse 
early  in  the  morning  as  well  as  late  at  night,  but  it  can  now  be  stated  that 
all  meat  for  human  consumption  is  subjected  to  a  complete  and  detailed 
examination.  In  addition  to  the  meat  supply  for  the  town  he  has  carried 
out  the  added  burden  of  inspection  for  the  districts  of  Higham  Ferrers, 
Irthlingborough,  Wellingborough,  Raunds,  Stanwick,  Irchester, 
Wollaston,  Bozeat  and  Finedon. 

Table  number  11,  page  36,  shows  details  of  the  work  carried  out, 
1939-42. 
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SECTION  F: 


PREVALENCE  OE,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INEECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Smallpox — No  cases  were  notified. 

Paratyphoid  fever — During  the  Summer  of  1940  an  outbreak  of  para¬ 
typhoid  B.  fever  occurred  in  the  town.  This  outbreak  was  associated 
and  formed  part  of  a  larger  epidemic  which  occurred  in  the  industrial 
belt  in  the  eastern  area  of  the  County.  From  a  total  of  222  cases  notified 
20  cases  (8  males,  12  females)  were  notified  in  the  town.  The  cases 
occurred  in  two  small  explosive  phases  during  July  and  September. 
Following  a  meeting  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  concerned 
it  was  decided  on  the  available  evidence  that  the  vehicle  of  infection  was 
cream  buns.  Man}-  of  the  local  cases  gave  a  definite  history  of  consuming 
the  peccant  pastries  whilst,  in  addition,  the  geographical  distribution  of 
the  cases  coincided  with  the  area  of  supply.  However,  as  a  precautionary 
measure  the  public  were  advised  to  boil  all  water  and  milk  used  for 
domestic  consumption.  The  cases  were  of  moderate  clinical  severity, 
the  incubation  period  was  some  14  days,  and  a  few  had  a  nephritic  or 
meningeal  onset.  One  female  died.  The  bacteriological  examinations 
were  carried  out  free  of  charge  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  at  Leicester  by  Dr.  R.  Knox.  My  thanks  are  due  to  my  colleagues 
in  the  Public  Health  Service  for  their  counsel  and  advice,  and,  also  to  the 
medical  practitioners  of  the  town  for  the  promptitude  with  which  they 
brought  the  cases  to  notice.  One  sporadic  case  was  notified  in  1941. 
The  source  of  the  infection  was  not  traced  with  certainty. 

Scarlet  fever — Nine  cases  were  notified  in  1939,  but  the  incidence 
showed  an  increase  to  22,  38  and  25  during  1940,  1941  and  1942.  The 
disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria — Ten  cases  notified  in  1939  included  five  evacuee  children’ 
Of  eight  cases  in  1940,  five  occurred  in  one  family  in  the  east  ward.  One 
case  occurred  in  1941  whilst  three  were  reported  during  1942.  The  cases 
were  of  moderate  severity  with  marked  toxaemia.  Glandular  enlarge¬ 
ment  was  prominent  in  the  afore-mentioned  family  outbreak.  C. 
diphthericB  gravis  appeared  to  be  the  type  of  organism  responsible  for  the 
infections. 

Diphtheria  prophylaxis — The  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  2230 
dated  December,  1940,  authorised  the  provision  of  facilities  for  immunisa¬ 
tion  against  diphtheria,  provided  that  the  arrangements  would  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Council  were 


advised  by  the  Ministn/  that  any  arrangements  made  should  be  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Local  Education 
Authorities,  so  that  there  should  be  concerted  action  directed  towards 
immunising  the  largest  possible  number  of  children  in  the  shortest  time. 
Following  consultations  with  the  County  authorities  it  was  agreed  that 
the  work  should  be  carried  out  through  the  school  medical  and  child 
welfare  organisations.  The  prophylactic — Alum-Precipitated  Toxoid — ■ 
is  supplied  free  of  charge  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  through  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  The  process  of  immunisation  is 
simple  and  consists  of  giving  the  child  two  or  at  the  most  three  small 
injections  under  the  skin.  Protection  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  is 
complete  in  about  12  weeks.  In  order  that  the  population  at  risk  ma}^ 
receive  the  greatest  benefit,  it  is  essential  that  80%  of  the  population  under 
15  years  of  age  be  protected.  The  success  achieved  has  been  considerable, 
and  during  January,  1941 — December,  1942,  2,185  children  under  15 
have  completed  the  course.  This  result  reflects  credit  on  those  who  have 
formulated  and  carried  out  the  scheme.  The  following  table  shows  the 
rate  of  progress  of  immunisation.  Children  who  have  been  immunised 
by  private  arrangement  have  not  been  included. 


1941—1942. 

Total  No.  of  children  who  have  completed  the  course  : 


()• — 5  years  5 — 15  years 


No. 

Estimated  % 

No. 

Estimated  % 

1941  Sept. 

330 

24 

1,390 

53 

Dec. 

398 

34 

1,449 

54 

1942  June 

463 

40 

1,464 

55 

Dec. 

659 

57 

1,526 

57 

During  1939-42,  no  child  notified  as  diphtheria  was  known  to  have 
been  immunised. 

Puerperal  pyrexia — Notifications  received  under  the  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  Regulations,  1939,  are  transmitted  forthwith  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Authority.  The  13  cases  reported  during  1939-42  all 
recovered. 

Pneumonia- — There  are  only  two  forms  of  '  pneumonia  ’  notifiable, 
namely,  acute  primary  and  influenzal  pneumonia.  During  1939-42,  180 
cases  were  notified  with  the  maximum  incidence  in  1940-41.  The 
disease  was  more  prevalent  in  the  first  quarters  of  the  years  than  at  other 
times.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia 
amongst  children  were  notified  during  the  second  quarter  of  1941,  this 
coinciding  with  undue  prevalence  of  whooping  cough.  The  number  of 
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deaths  assigned  to  pneumonia  (all  forms)  as  the  primary  cause  of  death 
for  1939-42,  was  41. 

Erysipelas — Thirt3/’--four  cases  occurred  in  1939-42,  with  a  maximum 
incidence  of  18  in  1941.  With  two  exceptions  all  occurred  in  persons  over 
35  years  of  age  whilst  the  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  quarters 
with  no  particular  epidemiological  features.  No  deaths  were  ascribed  to 
the  disease. 

Dysentery^ — Three  cases  only  were  notified  in  1940.  These  cases 
occurred  in  a  family  in  the  west  ward.  The  source  of  the  infection  was 
thoroughly  investigated  and  it  appeared  that  the  infection  was  acquired 
following  the  consumption  of  canned  crab  at  a  holiday  camp.  The 
incubation  period  was  some  48  hours  ;  the  onset  was  sudden  with  prostra¬ 
tion  and  the  passage  of  blood  and  mucus.  The  causal  organism  which 
was  isolated  in  pure  culture  was  B.  dysenteriae  (Sonne).  Recovery  was 
complete  in  about  four  days. 

Chicken-pox — This  disease  which  is  highly  infectious,  occurs 
comm.only  amongst  children  in  the  Spring,  but  is  not  notifiable.  One 
case  occurred  in  an  adult  male,  aged  30,  during  1942.  The  clinical 
appearances  were  those  of  confluent  chicken-pox  with  considerable 
systemic  disturbance  in  an  un vaccinated  person.  He  was  removed  to 
hospital  and  the  diagnosis  confirmed  by  Medical  Officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Gerebro-spinai  fever — One  case  was  reported  in  1940,  and  another  in 
1942.  One  case  died  in  hospital  whilst  the  other  recovered  under  treat¬ 
ment  at  home  with  one  of  the  sulphonamide  group  of  drugs. 

Measles — The  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Regulations,  1939,  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  as  provisional  regulations  came  into  operation 
in  November,  1939.  The  primary  object  of  these  regulations  was  to 
enable  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  ascertain  readily  and  rapidly  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  these  diseases  as  it  may  be  affected  by  the  displacement  of 
child  population  caused  by  the  emergency  measures  and  the  changes 
which  may  occur  in  the  geographical  distribution  of  infectious  diseases. 
The  notification  of  both  these  diseases  has  a  local  interest  especially  with 
regard  to  the  periodicity  of  the  diseases  and  the  age  incidence.  The  true 
incidence  of  both  diseases  msiy  now  be  ascertained  with  some  degree  of 
accuracy.  As  contrasted  with  London  experience  where  measles  appears 
biennially  during  the  second  or  third  week  of  October,  the  local  epidemic 
made  its  appearance  with  a  minor  wave  of  incidence  during  June,  1940, 
followed  by  a  diminution  in  the  notifications  until  October.  Thereafter, 
there  was  a  steady  increase  in  the  weekly  incidence  and  the  epidemic 
reached  its  peak  in  December.  The  epidemic  came  to  a  close  during 
June,  1941.  It  is  hoped  that  the  accurate  ascertainment  of  the  incidence 
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of  measles  together  with  the  age  and  sex  grouping  over  a  number  of  years 
will  afford  some  explanation  of  the  epidemiology^  of  measles,  and  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  whooping  cough,  which  often  follows  in  epidemic  form.  The 
number  of  cases  notified  during  the  epidemic  1940-41  was  758  with  the 
maximum  age  incidence  in  the  5-10  years  age  period.  There  were  two 
deaths  recorded  in  1940,  due  to  respiratory  complications. 

Whooping  Cough — During  1939-40,  this  disease  occurred  sporadically 
in  the  town  with  11  cases  in  the  former  and  22  cases  in  the  latter  year. 
A  small  epidemic  occurred  during  the  second  quarter  of  1941  with  its 
maximum  incidence  during  June.  A  total  of  119  cases  were  notified 
during  the  same  quarter  of  1942.  The  disease  was  generally^  of  mild  type 
and  only  one  death  was  assigned  to  this  cause  during  1940. 

Rubella— This  non-notifiable  minor  infectious  disease  appeared  in 
epidemic  form  during  the  last  quarter  of  1941,  and  continued  until 
January,  1942.  The  infection  appeared  to  be  widespread  throughout  the 
town.  The  disease  appeared  to  have  a  predilection  for  those  of  the  second 
and  third  decades  ;  the  morbilliform  rash  was  profuse,  the  conjunctivitis 
severe,  and  the  occipital  adenitis  marked.  An  interesting  symptom  and 
sequel  was  the  presence  of  severe  backache. 

Details  of  the  monthly  incidence  and  age  groupings  for  infectious 
diseases  are  shown  in  Tables  Nos.  12,  13,  14  and  15,  pages  37-39. 

Closure  of  Schools.  No  schools  were  closed  under  the  Elementary 
Education  Provisional  Code,  1922,  Article  57. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under  Section 
172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis)  during  1939-42. 

The  number  of  new  cases,  showing  the  age  and  sex  incidence,  of 
tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1939-42  are  shown  in 
Tables  Nos.  16  and  17. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  notified  during 
the  decennium,  1933-42  are  shown  below  ; 

1933— 16  1935—21  1937—16  1939—15  1941—21 

1934— 13  1936—21  1938—13  1940—15  1942—20 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  quinquennium  ending  1942,  together 
with  the  mortality  rates  as  compared  with  those  for  the  administrative 
county  are  as  follows  : 
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Year 

Tuberculosis — all  forms 

Rate  per  1000 
of  population  j 

YI  ale 

Female 

T  otal 

Rushden 

County 

1938 

5 

5 

10 

0.66 

0.57 

1939 

6 

6 

12 

0.76 

0.49 

1940 

8 

5 

13 

0.78 

0.58  1 

1941 

10 

4 

14 

0.79 

0.50  j 

1942 

4 

4 

8 

0.49 

0.49 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  common  with  the  countiy  as  a  whole  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  mortality  during  1939-41.  The  suggested 
causes  of  this  wartime  increase  in  tuberculosis  has  been  ascribed  to  the 
influence  of  the  blackout  which,  by  reducing  effective  ventilation  in 
dwellings  and  work-shops,  increases  the  opportunities  for  buccal  spray 
infection  ;  and  also  to  migration  of  population,  fatigue  and  diminished 
hours  for  sleeping. 

TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER-CARE. 

The  Rushden  Tuberculosis  After-care  Committee,  which  was  begun 
in  1930,  has  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council,  intensified  its 
campaign  against  tuberculosis  during  the  war  period.  The  Committee 
is  a  well  informed  body  of  workers  who  give  unstintingly  of  their  time 
and  energies  in  carrying  out  educational  and  social  work  amongst  the 
tuberculous  patients  in  the  town.  The  Committee  have  been  exceedingly 
active  in  the  sphere  of  prevention  and  have  given  careful  attention  to  the 
nutrition  of  patients,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Northamptonshire 
Education  Committee  were  instrumental  in  the  mobile  cinema  of  the 
N.A.P.T.  making  a  tour  of  the  schools.  The  social  service  rendered  to 
the  town  by  this  Committee  is  unequalled  in  my  experience,  and  as  an 
index  of  the  extent  of  their  activities,  inspection  of  the  following  table 
shows  that  there  has  been  a  continued  growth  in  the  support  which  the 
Committee  have  received  from  the  townspeople. 

Summary  of  expenditure  on  grants,  1930-42. 

Grants  Christmas  Gifts  Grants  Christmas  Gifts 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1930 

72 

11 

4 

2 

18 

1 

1938  165  17 

11 

4 

4 

10 

1931 

139 

14 

9 

4 

11 

6 

1939  157  15 

8 

4 

6 

9 

1932 

94 

13 

7 

5 

15 

8 

1940  180  11 

10 

3 

0 

0 

1933 

127 

1 

9 

4 

0 

6 

1941  195  5 

11 

3 

0 

0 

1934 

108 

6 

9 

4 

8 

5 

1942  320  10 

7 

6 

15 

0 

1935 

108 

7 

5 

5 

13 

0 

1936 

124 

16 

4 

4 

4 

3 

£1975  15 

9  £55 

9 

8 

1937 

180 

1 

11 

4 

12 

3 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  literature  published  by  the  Central  Coimril  lor  Health  Education 
on  such  subjects  as  vermin,  scabies  and  diphtheria  immunisation  has 
been  issued  from  time  to  time  through  various  agencies.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  given  lectures  on  infectious  diseases  to  the  Parents' 
Association  at  Alfred  Street  Infants  School  andi  to  members  of  the  First 
Aid  Post. 


/ 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1939-42. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1939. 


Table  No.  1. 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Male 

Female 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

2.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Influenza  ... 

3 

1 

2 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  fever... 

1 

— 

1 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11 

5 

6 

10.  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

1 

— 

11.  Syphilis 

— 

— 

— ' 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  ... 

1 

1 

— 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

23 

12 

11 

14.  Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

10 

3 

7 

16.  Heart  Disease 

42 

19 

23 

17.  Aneurysm  ... 

— 

— 

— 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

2 

3 

19.  Bronchitis 

4 

1 

3 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

3 

1 

21.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

4 

1 

22.  Peptic  ulcer 

1 

1 

— 

23.  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

— 

— 

— 

24.  Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

1 

— 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

■ - 

- - 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

1 

— 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

2 

— 

2 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malforma¬ 
tions,  etc. 

4 

2 

2 

32.  Senility 

6 

4 

2 

33.  Suicide 

5 

4 

1 

34.  Other  violence 

6 

— 

6 

35.  Other  defined  diseases 

13 

6 

7 

36.  Causes  ill-defined,  or  unknown 

2 

1 

1 

All  C.\uses 

152 

1 

72 

80 

27 


Table  No,  2. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1940-42. 


Causes  of  Death 

1940 

Total  M. 

F. 

1941 

Total  M. 

F. 

1945" 

Total  M. 

F. 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 
fevers 

1 

1 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  cough 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

10 

6 

4 

13 

9 

4 

7 

4 

3 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

■ - 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and 
polio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 
oesophagus  (M.) 
uterus  (F.) 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duo¬ 
denum  ... 

8 

5 

3 

5 

2 

3 

6 

5 

1 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

3 

— 

3 

5 

_ — _ 

5 

6 

— 

6 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

19 

9 

10 

19 

5 

14 

13 

6 

7 

17.  Diabetes 

6 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular 
lesions  ... 

11 

3 

8 

24 

15 

9 

11 

6 

5 

19.  Heart  disease 

63 

32 

31 

53 

34 

19 

58 

31 

27 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

21.  Bronchitis 

11 

5 

6 

8 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

22.  Pneumonia  ... 

15 

10 

5 

14 

4 

10 

8 

3 

5 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duo¬ 
denum  ... 

1 

1 

4 

4 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26.  Appendicitis  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

2 

2 

6 

3 

3 

5 

1 

4 

28.  Nephritis 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

10 

5 

5 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive 
sepsis 

__ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

31.  Premature  birth 

5 

3 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

32.  Congenital  malformations, 
birth  injury  and  in¬ 
fantile  diseases 

6 

4 

2 

4 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

33.  Suicide 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

19 

11 

8 

3 

1 

2 

7 

2 

5 

36.  All  other  causes 

23 

13 

10 

14 

11 

3 

8 

6 

2 

All  Causes  ... 

233 

119 

114 

185 

102 

83 

163 

82 

81 

28 


Tablk  No.  3. 


DEATH  AND  BIRTH  RATES  FOR  1929-1942. 


Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  District 

Estimated 

Nett  Births 

Under  1  year 

At  all  Ages 

Year 

Population 

mid-year 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

No. 

Rate  per 

1 ,000 

1929 

14,020 

174 

12.41 

9 

51.72 

127 

9.05 

1930 

14,020 

191 

13.62 

7 

36.64 

121 

8.63 

1931 

14,280 

161 

11.27 

8 

49.68 

154 

10.78 

1932 

14,240 

170 

11.93 

10 

58.82 

142 

9.97 

1933 

14,370 

168 

11.69 

/ 

47.61 

159 

11.06 

1934 

14,410 

161 

11.17 

8 

49.68 

180 

12.49 

1935 

14,550 

176 

12.09 

15 

85.22 

155 

10.65 

1936 

14,740 

182 

12.34 

5 

27.47 

167 

11.32 

1937 

14,890 

191 

12.82 

6 

31.41 

155 

10.40 

1938 

15,090 

192 

12.70 

6 

31.25 

160 

10.60 

1939 

15,200(t) 

15,690(t) 

225 

14.15 

6 

26.67 

152 

9.69 

1940 

16,580 

200 

12.42 

16 

77.67 

233 

14.05 

1941 

17,600 

193 

10.90 

11 

54.18 

185 

10.51 

1942 

16,250 

251 

15.45 

6 

23.90 

163 

10.03 

(J)  Estimated  population  for  calculation  of  Birth  Rates. 

(t)  Estimated  population  for  calculation  of  Death  Rates,  and  notifiable 
diseases. 


Table  No.  4. 


DEATHS  FROM  SELECTED  CAUSES,  1929-1942. 


Year 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Diseases  of 
Heart  and 
Blood  Vessels 

Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia 
and  other 
Respiratory 
Diseases 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1929 

- 

_ 

12 

0.85 

21 

1.49 

39 

2.76 

9 

0.64 

1930 

1 

0.08 

7 

0.49 

11 

0.78 

38 

2.71 

1 6 

1.14 

1931 

— 

— 

10 

0.70 

17 

1.18 

47 

3.29 

23 

1.61 

1932 

1 

0.07 

10 

0.70 

10 

0.70 

48 

3.37 

18 

1.26 

1933 

2 

0.13 

14 

0.97 

20 

1.39 

53 

3.69 

9 

0.62 

1934 

1 

0.07 

10 

0.69 

22 

1.52 

81 

5.62 

9 

0.62 

1935 

6 

0.41 

5 

0.34 

16 

1,09 

51 

3.50 

12 

0.82 

1936 

3 

0.20 

9 

0.61 

18 

1.22 

66 

4.47 

12 

0.81 

1937 

— 

— 

4 

0.26 

21 

1.41 

68 

4.56 

10 

0.67 

1938 

— 

- - 

10 

0.66 

23 

1.52 

69 

4.57 

7 

0.46 

1939 

1 

0.06 

11 

0.70 

23 

1.46 

57 

3.63 

9 

0.57 

1940 

3 

0.17 

10 

0.60 

32 

1.92 

78 

4.69 

23 

1.38 

1941 

1 

0.06 

13 

0.52 

32 

1.81 

79 

4.48 

26 

1.47 

1942 

1 

0.06 

7 

0.43 

28 

1.72 

72 

4.42 

13 

0.80 

29 
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Table  No.  6. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

BY  THE 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Complaints  received 

106 

107 

199 

86 

Schools  inspected 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Shops  inspected 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Houses  ... 

87 

90 

98 

91 

Premises  for  voluntary  improvement 

17 

11 

10 

7 

Other  premises 

111 

28 

30 

24 

Secondary  inspections 

300 

61 

91 

84 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Factories,  inspections  of 

44 

15 

1 

Bakehouses 

11 

1 

1 

— 

Infectious  Diseases,  etc. 

Diphtheria 

15 

11 

1 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

9 

19 

32 

21 

Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

33 

2 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

• — 

- — 

— 

1 

Scabies  ... 

— ■ 

- — 

— 

2 

Cancer  ... 

1 

• — - 

1 

1 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Petroleum  Stores  inspected 

2 

8 

_ _ 

3 

Stores  for  Cellulose  Solutions  inspected 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  S.269. 

1 

6 

4 

Moveable  Dwellings— 

Sites  inspected 

1 

? 

— 

2 

Preliminary  notices  served 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Statutory  notices  served  ... 

Licences  granted  to  use  land  for 

1 

- - 

1 

1 

‘  Moveable  Dwellings  ' 

— 

2 

— 

— 

31 


Table  No.  7. 


DISINFECTIONS,  ETC. 


Infectious  Diseases,  Etc. 


Rooms. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Diphtheria 

.  »  • 

9 

8 

1 

3 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

•  v  • 

9 

15 

30 

31 

Tuberculosis  ... 

.  r  » 

18 

10 

10 

12 

Pneumonia 

«  »  • 

2 

3 

• — 

— 

Erysipelas 

.  .  • 

4 

20 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

1 

58 

Other  diseases 

.  ,  . 

15 

16 

26 

Totals  ... 

Articles. 

... 

57 

72 

68 

104 

•••  r**  «>«i* 

60 

118 

94 

118 

Pillows  and  bolsters 

.  •  • 

133 

243 

232 

266 

Bedding — sundry 

1 54 

339 

211  . 

290 

Wearing  apparel 

29 

52 

12 

64 

Household  articles 

►  , 

33 

22 

4 

7 

Books 

... 

4 

1 1 

23 

28 

Totals  ... 

... 

413 

785 

576 

773 

Articles  Destroyed. 

Beds  ... 

28 

42 

25 

52 

Pillows  and  bolsters  ... 

«  «>  « 

30 

44 

41 

28 

Bedding — sundry 

.  • 

3 

10 

18 

14 

Wearing  apparel 

4 

22 

9 

6 

Household  articles  ... 

.  * 

4 

4 

2 

1 

Books 

... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Totals  ... 

69 

1 22 

97 

101 

Articles. 

Beds  ... 
Blankets 
Pillows 


Civil  Defence,  Fire  Watching,  Etc. 


207 

6  223 

11 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  —  —  6  441 


DISINFESTATIONS. 


Scabies  and  Other  Infestations. 

Rooms. 


Scabies,  etc. 

... 

... 

— 

5 

3 

2 

Totals  ... 

... 

... 

— 

5 

3 

2 

Articles. 

Beds  ... 

... 

... 

— 

3 

2 

50 

Pillows  and  bolsters  ... 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

— 

6 

2 

102 

Bedding — sundry 

»  . 

•  •  • 

— 

6 

7 

153 

Wearing  apparel 

■  •  « 

*  .  • 

— 

— 

— 

140 

Household  articles  ... 

... 

•  ,  . 

— 

11 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

... 

... 

— 

26 

11 

445 

32 


Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

Rooms. 


Scabies,  etc. 

'  •  - 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Total 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Articles. 

Beds  ...  .... 

17 

30 

75 

22 

Pillows  and  bolsters  ... 

... 

34 

50 

112 

41 

Bedding — sundry 

•  «  « 

55 

111 

154 

130 

Wearing  apparel 

24 

21 

141 

216 

Household  articles 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Totals  . . . 

*  *  * 

132 

220 

484 

409 

33 


HOUSING. 


Table  No.  8. 


1. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year — 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1. 

{a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

103 

90 

98 

91 

{b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

140 

114 

119 

120 

2. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  re¬ 

corded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Reg. 
1925/32  . 

40 

30 

37 

31 

{h)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

86 

70 

65 

59 

3. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation 

16 

1 

4. 

Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  pre¬ 

ceding  subhead)  not  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  habitation 

24 

30 

37 

31 

2. 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notice — 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

action  by  Local  Authority  or  Officers  : 

Housing  Act 

23 

30 

36 

30 

Public  Health  Act 

63 

60 

61 

60 

3. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

A. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

1. 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs 

— 

1 

i 

2. 

Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notice. 

(a)  By  owners 

1 

1 

(&)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

B. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1. 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

— 

— 

_ _ _ 

_ 

2. 

Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners 

1 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

C. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and.  1 3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

1. 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  demolition  Order 

16 

- 

■ 

2. 

Dwelling-houses  demolished 

— 

3 

— 

7 

D. 

Proceedings  under  Section  1 2  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1. 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

— 

- - 

_ _ 

- 

2. 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  wRich  Closing  Orders 
were  determined 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding. — 

(a) 

1.  Number  of  dw^ellings  overcrowded 

_ _ 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

- - 

_ _ 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

• - 

- - - 

- _ 

- 

(6) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

3 

4 

3 

_ _ 

(c) 

1 .  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

3 

4 

3 

-  - 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

27 

26 

20 

_ _ 

34 
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Table  No.  10. 


FOODS  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


1939  1940  1941  1942 


No.  Weight 

No.  Weight 

No. 

Weight 

No.  Weight 

Tins  of  meat 

-  --  1 

-  ■ 

. 

, 

178\ 

Tins  of  fruit 

- -  - 

-  - 

— 

— 

20  I  Wcwts. 

Tins  of  syrup 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

14  V  25  lb. 

Tins  of  vegetables 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

21 

Tins  of  milk 

-  - 

-  - 

— 

— 

16/ 

Quantity  of  vegetables 

-  - 

n 

Crates  of  fish 

-  - 

2  1  11  cwt. 

1 

3  qrs. 

11  I  5  cwt. 

Cooked  meat 

-  - 

—  y  27  lb. 

1 

r  23  lb. 

—  >  1 

T  omat  oes — quantities 

-  - 

21 

1 

—  18  Ih. 

Meat-quantities 

—  — 

l) 

_  , 

—  ) 

Table  No.  11. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

No.  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  ... 

390 

591 

555 

581 

No.  of  visits  to  meat  depots 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  examined  :  Oxen 

621 

3,221 

3,397 

2,754 

Calves 

2 

201 

733 

580 

Sheep 

2,425 

16,946 

12,072 

15,013 

Pigs 

1,991 

3,768 

1,622 

925 

Total 

5,039t 

24,136 

17,824 

19,272 

Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

T.  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

T.  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

T.  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

T.  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

Weight  unfit 

2  15  2  1 

27  14  3  18 

33  19  —  18 

32  19  —  25 

f  Included  in  1939  total  263  carcases  examined  1 — 16th  January,  1940. 
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Table  No.  12. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


{Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1939-42 


Disease 

—  1 

_ 2 

—3 

—4 

^5 

-10 

-15 

-20 

--35 

—45 

—65 

65  4- 

1  All  Ages 

Removed  tc 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Small-pox  1939 

-1942 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  1 939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

- - 

— ■ 

20 

— 

fever  1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— ■ 

3 

10 

3 

1 

— - 

20 

1 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  1939 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

3 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

1 

1 

3 

6 

8 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 

1 

— 

1941 

— 

1 

1 

8 

10 

12 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- - 

38 

5 

— 

1942 

— 

1 

1 

4 

9 

7 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25 

3 

— 

Diphtheria  1939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

4 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

10 

6 

8 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

Puerperal  1939 

— 

_ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

pyrexia  1 940 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— • 

1942 

- — 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— ■ 

■ — ■ 

5 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  1939 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

3 

4 

— 

13 

— 

4 

1940 

4 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

3 

8 

5 

4 

5 

38 

— 

15 

1941 

9 

7 

— 

6 

7 

8 

5 

3 

5 

8 

15 

14 

87 

— - 

14 

1942 

— 

4 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

8 

5 

42 

— 

8 

Erysipelas  1 939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

6 

6 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- , 

_ 

— 

— 

3 

11 

1 

3 

18 

— 

— • 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Dysentery  1 939 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

. 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox  1939 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

-  ■■  ■ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebro-  1939 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

spinal  1940 

1 

- . 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

■ - - 

— 

feyer  1941 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1942 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  1 939 

_ - 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1940 

33 

84 

58 

85 

127 

194 

23 

8 

5 

1 

— 

— 

618 

— 

2 

1941 

15 

28 

20 

28 

13 

26 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

140 

— 

— 

1942 

- — • 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Whooping  1939 

2 

4 

3 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

1 

cough  1940 

2 

3 

7 

3 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

1941 

21 

18 

15 

24 

23 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

119 

— 

— 

1942 

4 

3 

6 

14 

5 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

' 

Totals  1939 

4 

8 

6 

2 

3 

8 

6 

2 

2 

4 

7 

1 

53 

8 

4 

1940 

40 

91 

66 

91 

139 

211 

28 

17 

34 

11 

8 

6 

742 

30 

19 

1941 

45 

54 

36 

66 

53 

64 

16 

5 

14 

20 

16 

17 

406 

7 

14 

1942 

4 

10 

12 

21 

21 

20 

6 

5 

8 

8 

11 

5 

131 

7 

9 

37 


Table  No.  13 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


[Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1939 — -1942 


Disease 

!  January 

1 

! 

February 

March 

April 

May 

1 

June 

July 

August 

SeptemberI 

October 

November 

1  December 

Totals 

Small-pox 

1939 

-1942 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— • 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1942 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1939 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

3 

2 

_ _ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

9 

1940 

1 

— 

2 

1 

- - 

— 

1 

— 

4 

4 

9 

22 

1941 

5 

6 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

- - 

3 

1 

5 

7 

38 

1942 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

— 

3 

2 

5 

25 

Diphtheria 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

2 

2 

10 

1940 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

8 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1942 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Puerperal- 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

— 

2 

pyrexia 

1940 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1941 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1942 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

1939 

_ 

4 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ _ 

3 

— 

13 

1940 

7 

4 

9 

6 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

2 

4 

38 

1941 

12 

7 

9 

9 

16 

5 

5 

3 

1 

9 

5 

6 

87 

1942 

11 

6 

2 

2 

7 

3 

1 

— 

2 

4 

1 

3 

42 

Erysipelas 

1939 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• - 

3 

— 

1 

1 

6 

1941 

2 

4 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

18 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Dysentery 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

• — - 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebro- 

1939 

. 

_ 

, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— — 

spinal 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

fever 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

: — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

1939 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

.J _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1940 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

27 

21 

66 

8 

57 

215 

220 

618 

1941 

92 

22 

13 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

5 

— 

1 

140 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Whooping 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

4 

11 

cough 

1940 

2 

2 

1 

4 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

22 

1941 

— 

— 

1 

4 

31 

38 

35 

6 

1 

— 

— 

3 

119 

1942 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

10 

11 

— 

7 

7 

— 

42 

Totals 

1939 

1 

4 

2 

3 

7 

3 

2 

1 

5 

3 

15 

7 

53 

1940 

12 

10 

16 

12 

12 

47 

23 

79 

13 

62 

222 

234 

742 

1941 

111 

39 

30 

18 

52 

47 

43 

11 

11 

15 

12 

17 

406 

1942 

13 

11 

6 

5 

15 

8 

16 

16 

2 

15 

10 

14 

131 

38 


Table  No.  14. 

AGE  AND  SEX  INCIDENCE, 


MEASLES.  1939—1942 


Age  Periods. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

—  6  months 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

—12 

— 

15 

17 

/ 

8 

— 

— 

—18 

— 

19 

It 

3 

8 

1 

— 

—  2  years 

1 

25 

29 

7 

10 

1 

1 

—  „ 

— 

— 

7 

7 

1 

5 

— 

— 

—  3  „ 

— 

— 

23 

21 

4 

10 

— 

2 

—  4  „ 

1 

- - 

42 

43 

13 

15 

— 

— 

—  5  „ 

— 

— 

71 

56 

4 

9 

— 

2 

—10 

— 

— 

90 

98 

14 

12 

- — ■ 

1 

—15 

— 

— 

4 

18 

4 

— 

— 

- — 

15  „  -j- 

— 

— 

8 

7 

3 

3 

— 

— 

All  Ages  ... 

9 

— 

311 

307 

60 

80 

2 

6 

Totals 

2 

618 

140 

8 

Table  No.  15. 

AGE  AND  SEX  INCIDENCE 


WHOOPING  COUGH.  1939-1942. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

—  6  months 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

—12 

2 

— 

— 

— 

8 

9 

1 

1 

—18 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

- —  2  years 

1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1  1 

1 

1 

—  21  ,, 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

3 

—  3  „ 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1) 

6 

1 

1 

—  4  ,, 

— 

— 

2 

1 

10 

14 

5 

9 

—  5  „ 

1 

1 

— 

3 

14 

9 

1 

4 

—10  „ 

— 

— 

1 

3 

8 

10 

2 

5 

—15  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

15  „  -f- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

All  Ages  ... 

5 

6 

7 

15 

60 

59 

14 

28 

Totals 

11 

22 

119 

42 

39 


Table  No.  16. 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1939-1942. 


Age 

Periods 

— 

Respiratory 

N  on -respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

—  1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

—15 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

I 

1 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—25 

2 

— 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—35 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—45 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—55 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—65 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65-f 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

6 

8 

12 

8 

7 

8 

5 

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

— 

1 

2 

i 

Table  No.  17. 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1939-1942. 


Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-res 

piratory 

Male 

Female 

A1  ale 

Female 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—25 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—45 

1 

— 

5 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

—55 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—65 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65+ 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

T  otals 

5 

6 

9 

4 

— 

6 

4 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

40 


